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President’s Letter, from ACM President Pat Gorman 

Dear ACM Colleagues, 

November always reminds me of the countless things for which I should be thankful. Each year, in addi-
tion to giving thanks for God, my family, the freedoms we have in our country, and other very great gifts 
that we’ve received because of God’s gratuitous love, I also try to give thanks for the things I sometimes take 
for granted. I’m thankful for…  Music, because it brings such joy to my life and the lives of many others. Be-
ing a musician, because it’s a wonderful, life-giving way to earn a living. It also brings joy to many other peo-
ple and, as a church musician, I am privileged to help people lift their hearts, minds and voices to God. Many 
friends, colleagues and acquaintances that brighten my life with their support and love. For people who 
challenge me (and sometimes anger me), because it teaches me to be humble. It also reminds me that God 
asks us to love our neighbor, even if they don’t love us. For the challenges in my job and daily life, because 
without the cross there can be no resurrection. 

These are just a sampling of things. I’m sure that you have many more things you could add. I encour-
age you to find some time this month to spend a few minutes reflecting on the many good things in life. I 
find that when I do this, I realize how much I already have and that I don’t need much more. I also am learn-
ing that this isn’t just an exercise for November. It is something that I should do each and every day. 

Since I’m in a thankful mood, I want to thank all of those who have helped with all of our events this fall. 
I especially want to thank Julie Shipe McClain and the Scholarship Committee (Bruce Bengtson, John Daane 
and John Krueger) for a successful recital this fall. Thanks to them, we had a successful recital and we heard 
some great organists play (who also deserve our gratitude).  

Most importantly, thank you for being part of this community. Through our sharing of our talents and 
gifts with each other, we make each other better musicians and more faithful children of God.  

Our Christmas Carol Sing at the State Capitol will be on the day after Christmas this year from 4:30-5:30 
p.m. Invite a few choir members to experience the joy of singing carols together. It’s a fun way to extend 
the Christmas celebration. If you have any questions, ideas or concerns, please contact me 
(pgorman@straphael.org) or any other Board member.  Happy Thanksgiving! 

PS. We will be sending you some info on the ACM Survey we sent out last month. I hope to do that before 
Christmas.  

The Search is on for ACM-Member Composers of Organ Music 
If you’ve been a church organist for any length of time, you have perhaps run into a situation where you 
need just the right piece, but haven’t found it anywhere...so you composed it yourself!  Or maybe you’ve 
always thought about writing a piece for organ, but never had a reason to. 

If the latter is true, now there’s a reason!  ACM’s Scholarship Committee is considering hosting a fundraising 
organ recital sometime in the fall of 2015 that would feature organ pieces written by our own mem-
bers.  The pieces would be performed by either the composer or someone else, and all of the pieces would 
be published in a book that would be available for sale, with proceeds benefitting the Ruth Pilger Andrews 
Organ Scholarship Fund. Compositions can be sacred or secular; should be 3 – 6 minutes in length; and 
scored for solo organ, organ and voice, or organ and one instrument.  The music can be original material, a 
piece based on a public domain hymn tune or other public domain melody, or a transcription or arrange-
ment of another piece of music that is in public domain. 

The deadline to commit to this project has been set at January 31, 2015, and can be done by emailing ACM 
vice-president, Deborah Krauss Smith, at ACM@MadisonACM.org.  If enough ACM members are intrigued 
by this project and willing to commit to it, the actual scores, which can be handwritten, would need to be 
submitted by March 31, 2015. 
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Upcoming Events 
Mondays, December 1, 8, 15, and 22, 7:00pm, Advent Taize Prayer Services. Prepare your heart for the 
gift of Christ’s birth in the simple, meditative prayer chants of Taize music. The communal singing of this 
ecumenical worship will draw you into a deeper prayer experience at this most holy season.  Everyone is 
welcome. The services will be in Queen of the Rosary Chapel at Sinsinawa Mound in Southwest WI. 

Friday, December 5, 7:00pm, Sun Prairie Area Food Pantry Christmas Concert at Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Church, 550 Lincoln Drive, Sun Prairie. Choirs from area churches, handbells, instrumentalists and organ. 

Christmas carols for the audience. Free will offering to support the food pantry. 

Sunday, December 7, 2:00pm, St. John’s United Church of Christ; 1724 14th Street; Monroe, WI: 
Deutscher Weihnachtsgottesdienst (German Christmas Communion Service). Conducted entirely in Ger-
man, with an English translation provided.  A nine lessons and carols format led by the Monroe Swiss 
Singers, directed by Deborah Krauss Smith, who also serves as organist.  More info:http://
www.monroeswisssingers.org/germanservice.html 

Tuesday, December 9, 8:15pm, Sung Compline - experience the beauty of a candle lit sanctuary in the 
middle of Advent at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church,1833 Regent Street, Madison, WI 53726, 
www.standrews-madison.org 

Friday, December 12, 7:30pm and Saturday, December 13, 7:30pm at the Middleton High School Per-
forming Arts Center, 2100 Bristol Street, Middleton, WI. 
Sunday, December 14 at 3:00pm at St. Stephen's Lutheran Church, 5700 Pheasant Hill Rd, Monona, WI, 
Madison Area Concert Handbells presents Bells of Christmas, a great time to examine what’s old and 
what’s new. Our concert opens with four new settings of ancient melodies, all of which you will likely 
recognize. New and original pieces for handbells, in addition to selections by Katy Perry and “Let It Go” 
from Disney’s “Frozen,” will be heard. We move from old, to new, to borrowed next:  pieces that were 
not written originally for handbells, including selections from Messiah and The Nutcracker. And finally, if 
the pattern holds, we have old...new...borrowed... so of course we must finish with Blue (and White) 
Christmas. Ticket information: in advance: Adult $12; Student (16 & under) / Senior $9—- at the door: 
Adult $15; Student (16 & under) / Senior $12. Advance tickets will be available in December at Cool 
Beans Coffee Café, Ward‐Brodt Music, Metcalfe's Market at  Hilldale, and Orange Tree Imports. 

Saturday, December 13, 7:00pm, Trinity Lutheran Church, Madison: Madison's Choral Arts Society Cho-

rale, under the direction of new Artistic Director Mark Bloedow, will present "Glad Tidings: Vivaldi Gloria 

& More!" with special guests the Ringing Badgers Handbell Ensemble. The program opens with "O Mag-

num Mysterium" by 16th Century Spanish composer Tomas Luis de Victoria arranged by Bloedow as a 

processional for choir and handbells. Featured will be the complete "Gloria" by Italian Baroque composer 

Antonio Vivaldi and "Christmas Day" by English composer Gustav Holst. Handbell highlights performed 

by the Ringing Badgers, also directed by Bloedow, include "Ukrainian Bell Carol Fantasy" by Cynthia Do-

brinski, and "For Unto Us a Child Is Born" by G. F. Handel, arranged by Lorie Line, and arranged for hand-

bells and piano by Kevin McChesney. The chorale and handbells will combine for "Tidings of Joy," a Carol 

medley arranged by Lloyd Larson. Tickets ($10 for adults, $5 for children/students) are available 

at Orange Tree Imports and at the door. More information is available at the Choral Arts Society Chorale 

website: www.choralartsmadison.org. 

Sunday, December 21, 3:00pm, Adrian Binkley and Max Yount will offer a concert of celebratory organ 
music with carol singing. Binkley, a Wisconsin native, and former pupil of Yount and Sam Hutchinson, is 
a senior at Interlochen Arts Academy. Binkley plans to perform music by Mendelssohn, Bach, Cléram-
bault and Vierne. MUSICA MAXIMA presents concerts through the year at First Congregational Church, 
801 Bushnell, Beloit WI 53511, info@firstcon.org 

Sunday, December 21, 6:00pm, Christmas by Candlelight at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 550 Lincoln 

Drive, Sun Prairie. All the choirs of Our Savior’s, handbells, instrumentalists, and organ celebrate Christ-

mas. Free will offering. 

http://www.standrews-madison.org


ACM Board of Directors 

President/AGO Dean 

Patrick Gorman  (608) 833-1682 

Cathedral Parish of St. Raphael, Madison 

Vice President/AGO Sub-dean 

Deborah Krauss Smith  (608) 328-4838 

Secretary 

Lyle Anderson  (608) 258-9997 

Plymouth Congregational UCC, Madison 

Treasurer 

John Krueger   (608) 837-3111 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Sun Prairie 

Board Members at Large 

Dean Gardner (2015)   (608) 206-7439 

Cathedral Parish at Holy Redeemer, Madison 

Gary Lewis (2016)   (608) 277-9698 

Bethel Lutheran Church, Madison 

Sigrun Franzen    (608) 515-9587 

Past President 

Aristotle Esguerra (608) 514-4391 

St. Mary / St. Ignatius Church, Cross Plains 

Keep in Touch... Substitute list coordinator 
 and registrar 
Linda Warren  
linda.warren@tds.net 
 
Chaplain 
Father Michael Vanderhoef,  
Assumption Greek Orthodox 
Church, Madison, 608-354-8873 

B u s i n e s s  N a m e  
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First Unitarian Society Noon Musicales 
Fridays 12:15 – 1:00pm in the National Historic Landmark Auditorium 

Friday, December 5: Music for double reeds and piano, featuring music of Händel, Brahms, Alyssa Morris, and 
others with Ann Aschbacher, piano; Ruth Dahlke, oboe and English horn; Scott Ellington, oboe; Willy Walter, 
bassoon and Rozan Anderson, bassoon 

Friday, December 12: Guitarist Christopher Allen plays music of Tedesco, Brouwer, Ponce, Albeniz & Barrios. 

Maestro Productions presents a Madison Area Community Christmas Festival, featuring 

over eighty local performers, at the Middleton Performing Arts Center, 2100 Bristol Street, on Saturday, De-

cember 20 (shows at 2:00 & 7:00pm) and Sunday, December 21 (one matinee show at 2:00pm). The first half 

of the program is a community showcase of local music ensembles, including: The Ringing Badgers Handbell 

Ensemble, Choral Arts Society Chorale, and Mad City Brass (UW Madison Graduate Brass Quintet).  The sec-

ond half of the concert will feature the Christmas Festival Choir & Orchestra, under the direction of Mark 

Bloedow, presenting a varied program including a festive orchestral overture, “A Christmas Portrait,” the fully 

orchestrated choral celebration “Canticle of Joy” by Joseph Martin, “And the Glory of the Lord” and the 

“Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah (G. F. Handel), and a closing audience Carol sing. Tickets for the event ($16 

Adult, $12 Senior, $8 Child/Student) are available from Willy  Street Co-op Stores (East and West Locations), 

Ward Brodt Music, and Orange Tree Imports; online at http://maestroproductions.brownpapertickets.com, 

and at the door. Group sales are welcome, available by contacting Maestro Productions. More information is 

available at the Maestro website:  www.maestroproductions.org, e-mail: musicdirectormeb@gmail.com, Face-

book, or calling (608) 845-3952. All are welcome to this special community celebration of the season! 

ACM Carols at the Capitol, Friday, December 26, from 4:30-5:30pm 
Ever wonder what it would be like to sing in the spacious acoustics of the rotunda of the Wisconsin state capi-
tol in Madison? Want to see the tree and the decorations? Like to sing familiar Christmas carols? Want to just 
sing without the anxiety of performance pressure? You can do all these at once! Join your ACM colleagues 
and friends in the capitol rotunda at 4:30 p.m. on Friday, December 26. We have booklets of carols with all 
the familiar favorites and a pitch pipe to get us in the right key. And we have a permit for this event! So come, 
bring your families and guests, invite your choir members and friends, and let’s make the rotunda resound! 
Questions? Contact John Krueger at 608.249.0679 (home), 608.358.4677 (mobile), or j.krueger@att.net. 

Positions Available (For listings from previous newsletters, visit our website : MadisonAcm.org. ) 

Submissions for job postings should be made to linda.warren@tds.net and ACM@MadisonACM.org.  

Send submissions for  

Church Music Notes to: 

Linda Warren 

P.O. Box 45765, Madison, WI  53744-5765 

or by e-mail to linda.warren@tds.net 
 

Deadline for newsletter submissions is  December 15 for the 
January 2015 issue. 
 

Other correspondence  should be sent to: 
ACM, P. O. Box 5321, Madison, WI  53705 

www.MadisonACM.org 
ACM@MadisonACM.org 

mailto:linda.warren@tds.net
mailto:ACM@MadisonACM.org
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C h u r c h  M u s i c  N o t e s  

For more information on the Association of Church Musicians,  

Positions Open, Membership and Upcoming Program Highlights,  

visit our website at www.MadisonAcm.org 

Thank you for your support of ACM! 
 

And thank you for another successful membership renewal campaign. 

Current membership stands at 65 churches and 53 individual AGO members. 

Please feel free to contact Treasurer John Krueger (phone 608.249.0679; e-mail 
j.krueger@att.net) or registrar Linda Warren (linda.warren@tds.net) if you have 
any questions about ACM or AGO membership.  

All of us who volunteer time for ACM are grateful for your support! 



Scholarship Committee Report  
 
 

ACM Organ Recital a Success!  
 
The RPA Scholarship Committee would like to thank the   
musicians who performed at the recital Friday evening,    
September 26

th
, at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Sun   

Prairie. About 115 people attended and $1,800 was raised. 
The recital program is listed here along with a picture of the 
performers. 
 

 
 

Magnificat in the Ninth Tone - Samuel Scheidt (1587-1654) 
 ACM Schola Cantorum & John Krueger, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Sun Prairie 
Christ lag in Todesbanden - Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
 Naomi Matthees, Sacred Hearts of Jesus & Mary Catholic Church, Sun Prairie 
Schmücke dich – J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 Sarah Mahler Kraaz, Ripon College 
A Mighty Fortress is our God (Hymn 504 – vs. 1, 2 & 4)  
Voluntary on Ein feste Burg – Max Reger (1873-1916) 
 Ken Stancer, St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Madison 
O Living Bread from Heaven (Hymn 542 – vs. 1, 2 & 4) 
Voluntary on Aurelia – Donald Johns 
 Elijah Cynric, Student of Ken Stancer, Madison 
Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (Tune: CWM Rhondda, Hymn 618) 
 Gary Lewis - organ, Bethel Lutheran Church, Madison  
Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah (Traditional Appalachian Song) 

 Amy Hartsough – mezzo soprano, Bethel Lutheran Church, Madison 
American Hymn-Tune Triptych     
Church in the Wildwood (Wm. S. Pitts, 1857) - Joyce Jones 
Go, Tell It on the Mountain (Spiritual) - Johannes Matthias Michel 
The Promised Land (Southern Harmony, 1835) - Joyce Jones 
 Linda Krueger, Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Madison 
Chorale Improvisation Nun danket alle Gott - Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933) 
 Michael Mills, St. Michael’s Catholic Church, Dane & student of Linda Krueger 

 
At the recital, the committee was also honored to present a scholarship to our latest recipient, Rachel Bechtel (pictured above).  
Rachel is from Green Lake and began studying piano in elementary school with Margaret Metzger from Jackson, Wisconsin.  
She is currently studying piano with Maria Dietrich. She has performed at various recitals including the Moraine Musician’s      
Festival for three years, summer music camps at Lakeland College and Maranatha University, and accompanies her church choir 
and other instrumentalists. Rachel started studying organ with Audrey Timm Rhinehart in Hartford, Wisconsin, a couple of years 
ago and now studies with Dr. Sarah Kraaz in Ripon. 

 
Thank you for the generous scholarship to pay for organ lessons this year and also for the lovely recital last Friday.  It was not 
only a joy to be there and meet you, but also an encouragement for me to see and hear so may passionate organists and musi-
cians!  I picked up some great music and started working on it this past week.  Again, I am so grateful for the scholarship.  It has 
made a big impact on my ability to consistently continue taking lessons this year.  The organ is so exciting to pursue!  I look for-
ward to staying in touch. - Rachel 
 
Again, the committee thanks everyone that supports this scholarship fund.  We also encourage donations to our music library because 
our scholarship recipients are finding the print music very useful. The committee has already started planning for the recital in 2015, so 
keep watch for those details in the coming months. Donations and memorials to the fund are accepted throughout the year and at 
any ACM event.  Or, you can mail your contribution to Association of Church Musicians/RPA Fund, Attn: John Krueger, Treasurer, PO 
Box 5321, Madison, WI 53705. 
 
The Scholarship Committee 
John Daane – 325-2821 
Bruce Bengtson – 257-0377, bengtson@luthermem.org  Patrick Gorman, ACM President, ex-officio member   
Julie Shipe McClain – 938-2008, juliesm@uwalumni.com  John Krueger, ACM Treasurer, ex-officio member 


